Step Up for Kids 2011 Summary
On Saturday October 15, 2011 Every Child Matters in Nevada, the UNLV Nevada Institute for Children’s Research
and Policy, and the Courts Catalyzing Change Initiative hosted a Kids Zone and Press Conference at the Annual
Heart Walk organized by the American Heart Association. Step Up for Kids events across the states raise awareness
among voters and political candidates regarding the issues American children and their families face. Some of these
issues include access to early care and learning, access to healthcare, access to after-school programs, poverty, and
child abuse and neglect. The event encourages residents, the community, and government to step up and invest in
kids.
With an estimated 100,000 Nevada children living in poverty, children’s advocates across Nevada are calling on
federal, state, and local policy makers to offer support for programs that ensure the well-being of Nevada’s children.
At our press conference during the event, guest speakers Nevada Supreme Court Chief Justice Saitta, Judge
Sullivan, and Assemblyman Hambrick discussed the need to ensure that children have equal access to quality care
and programs,
especially those in the
foster care system and
for youth who have
been involved in human
trafficking. The Courts
Catalyzing Change
Initiative was
highlighted as one
program in Southern
Nevada that pulls
together community
resources to reduce the
disproportionate
representation of
children of color in the
child welfare system.
With a turnout of well over 1000 people, the even was a big success. Over 20 community serving organizations
distributed information at the Kids Zone and hosted educational activities for the children. In addition, children
were able to visit with Deputy Drip and McGruff the Crime Fighting Dog, and watch performances by Sign Design
Theater and the Toe Tag Monologues.
We would like thank the Children’s Advocacy Alliance, Family Court Judges, Plaza Hotel, George Wallace, Terry
Fator, Louie Anderson, and Mac King for their donations, the American Heart Association for their partnership, and
all of our event cosponsors (listed below) for their support of Nevada’s children and families.

