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The Kindergarten Health Survey (KHS) used in this study was created in 2008 in partnership 
with the Clark County School District and the Southern Nevada Health District and has been 
administered on an annual basis. The survey was intended to provide a general understanding of 
the overall health status of children when they enter school. The original short questionnaire was 
developed in both English and Spanish and consisted of 22 questions. Small revisions to the 
survey have been considered each year and are based on feedback obtained from a variety of 
organizations and coalitions statewide. Due to changes in the survey, data for some items may 
not be available for previous years. The current version of the one-page survey consists of 37 
questions (12 demographic questions and 25 questions related to health and early childhood 
environments) and continues to be printed double-sided to provide the survey in both English 
and Spanish.  
 
At the beginning of Fall 2024, surveys were distributed to kindergarten teachers in almost all 
public elementary schools in the state. Schools were not sent surveys if they are online only as 
the survey is only available on paper and not electronically. In addition, there are some state 
charter schools that did not indicate the number of estimated youth that were enrolled in their 
programs and thus surveys could not be distributed to their programs. Finally, staff attempted to 
compile a list of private schools to let them know about the survey and distributed surveys to 
those who were interested in participating. Parents/guardians that chose to participate either 
turned the survey into the school office, their child’s teacher, or mailed it directly to NICRP.  
 
NICRP staff followed-up with each school to ensure receipt of materials or to answer questions 
regarding the survey. Schools that indicated they did not receive the materials were asked if they 
still wanted to participate. If they indicated yes, the surveys were mailed or delivered again. 
Additionally, follow-up calls were made in November and January to schools that had not yet 
submitted surveys. During the follow-up calls, NICRP staff attempted to verify if the schools 
distributed the surveys to parents/guardians and if the schools had any questions or problems 
with the distribution and collection of the surveys. In some cases, these phone calls reminded the 
schools to distribute the surveys or submit completed surveys.  
 
Once surveys were received by NICRP, each survey was assigned a unique identification number 
by NICRP staff to aid in the tracking of survey responses. All survey responses were analyzed 
using the most recent version of IBM SPSS Statistics for Windows, Version 29.0. County 
frequencies were weighted to adjust for student non-responses. The weights were scaled so that 
the weighted count of students reflects each county’s officially reported unaudited enrollment of 
schools that were sent surveys for the year of this report (State of Nevada Department of 
Education [NDE], 2024). As mentioned above, the only schools not included were those schools 
that are only online and had no means to collect a paper survey, and state charter schools and 
private schools that did not respond to the request for estimated enrollment and therefore were 
not sent surveys. The 5,264 surveys received represent all public kindergarten students in the 
state of Nevada. Weighted estimates are representative for all kindergarten students in the state 
of Nevada, as well as for Clark County, Washoe County, and Rural Counties combined. Data 
presented does not always total 100 percent due to the procedures used to round the data.   
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LIMITATIONS TO THE STUDY 
 
As in all research studies, there are limitations to the data collected. First, all information 
collected was self-reported by each parent or guardian. The information provided relied on the 
memory and honesty of the survey respondents. Second, while all the surveys received were 
included in the analyses, it is important to note, when reading the percentages presented, not all 
respondents answered all questions. All percentages are based on the total weighted number of 
people answering the question, rather than the total number of people who completed the survey. 
Third, the KHS data include children who attend public kindergarten and some state charter 
schools that agreed to participate. Therefore, it does not represent all children of kindergarten age 
statewide However, based on the number of 5-year-olds who were projected to reside in the state 
of Nevada in 2024 (approximately 35,722 children) (Nevada State Demographer, 2024) and the 
number of children who were enrolled in public kindergarten (30,947) (State of Nevada 
Department of Education [NDE], 2024), it appears that 13.4 percent of children may not attend 
public kindergarten.    
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